
Psalm and Readings Thursday 30th September 2021 
 

Psalm 70: 1-39 
 

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me. 

    O Lord, make haste to help me! 

Let those be put to shame and confusion 

    who seek my life. 

Let those be turned back and brought to 

dishonour 

    who desire to hurt me. 

Let those who say, ‘Aha, Aha!’ 

    turn back because of their shame. 
 

Let all who seek you 

    rejoice and be glad in you. 

Let those who love your salvation 

    say evermore, ‘God is great!’ 

But I am poor and needy; 

    hasten to me, O God! 

You are my help and my deliverer; 

    O Lord, do not delay! 

 

 

 

1 Maccabees 2: 1-28 
 

In those days Mattathias son of John son of 

Simeon, a priest of the family of Joarib, moved 

from Jerusalem and settled in Modein. He had 

five sons, John surnamed Gaddi, Simon called 

Thassi, Judas called Maccabeus, Eleazar called 

Avaran, and Jonathan called Apphus. He saw the 

blasphemies being committed in Judah and 

Jerusalem, and said, 
 

‘Alas! Why was I born to see this, 

    the ruin of my people, the ruin of the holy city, 

and to live there when it was given over to the 

enemy, 

    the sanctuary given over to aliens? 

Her temple has become like a person without 

honour; 

    her glorious vessels have been carried into 

exile. 

Her infants have been killed in her streets, 

    her youths by the sword of the foe. 

What nation has not inherited her palaces 

    and has not seized her spoils?

 

 

 

All her adornment has been taken away; 

    no longer free, she has become a slave. 

And see, our holy place, our beauty, 

    and our glory have been laid waste; 

the Gentiles have profaned them. 

    Why should we live any longer?’ 
 

Then Mattathias and his sons tore their clothes, 

put on sackcloth, and mourned greatly. 
 

The king’s officers who were enforcing the 

apostasy came to the town of Modein to make 

them offer sacrifice. Many from Israel came to 

them; and Mattathias and his sons were 

assembled. Then the king’s officers spoke to 

Mattathias as follows: ‘You are a leader, 

honoured and great in this town, and supported 

by sons and brothers. Now be the first to come 

and do what the king commands, as all the 

Gentiles and the people of Judah and those that 

are left in Jerusalem have done. Then you and 

your sons will be numbered among the Friends of 

the king, and you and your sons will be honoured 

with silver and gold and many gifts.’ 
 

But Mattathias answered and said in a loud voice: 

‘Even if all the nations that live under the rule of 

the king obey him, and have chosen to obey his 

commandments, every one of them abandoning 

the religion of their ancestors, I and my sons and 

my brothers will continue to live by the covenant 

of our ancestors. Far be it from us to desert the 

law and the ordinances. We will not obey the 

king’s words by turning aside from our religion to 

the right hand or to the left.’ 
 

When he had finished speaking these words, a 

Jew came forward in the sight of all to offer 

sacrifice on the altar in Modein, according to the 

king’s command. When Mattathias saw it, he 

burned with zeal and his heart was stirred. He 

gave vent to righteous anger; he ran and killed 

him on the altar. At the same time he killed the 

king’s officer who was forcing them to sacrifice, 

and he tore down the altar. Thus he burned with 



zeal for the law, just as Phinehas did against Zimri 

son of Salu. 
 

Then Mattathias cried out in the town with a loud 

voice, saying: ‘Let everyone who is zealous for the 

law and supports the covenant come out with 

me!’ Then he and his sons fled to the hills and left 

all that they had in the town. 

 

Mark 14: 43-52 
 

Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, 

one of the twelve, arrived; and with him there 

was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the 

chief priests, the scribes, and the elders. Now the 

betrayer had given them a sign, saying, ‘The one I 

will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away 

under guard.’ So when he came, he went up to 

him at once and said, ‘Rabbi!’ and kissed him. 

Then they laid hands on him and arrested him. 

But one of those who stood near drew his sword 

and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off 

his ear. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Have you come 

out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though 

I were a bandit? Day after day I was with you in 

the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. 

But let the scriptures be fulfilled.’ All of them 

deserted him and fled. 
 

A certain young man was following him, wearing 

nothing but a linen cloth. They caught hold of 

him, but he left the linen cloth and ran off naked. 


